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Integrated Pest Management Plan
Policy: Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency utilizes an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach to control pests.  IPM is a pest management system that utilizes all suitable techniques in a total pest management system with the intent of preventing pests from reaching unacceptable levels or to reduce an existing population to an acceptable level.  Pest management techniques emphasize sanitation, pest exclusion, and biological controls.  One of the objectives of using an IPM approach is to reduce or eliminate the need for chemical applications of pesticides.  However, certain situations may require the need for pesticides to be utilized.

Procedures: The State of Michigan requires that child care centers that may apply pesticides on the property must provide an annual notification to parents of students attending the facility.  The notice contains information about the pesticide, including the target pest or purpose, approximate location, date of the application, contact information at the center, and a toll-free number for the national pesticide information center recognized by the Michigan Department of Agriculture will be shared when appropriate.  This requirement does not apply to bait and gel pesticide formulation germicides, disinfectants, sanitizers, and antimicrobials.

Liquid spray or aerosol insecticide applications may not be performed in a room of a center unless the room will be unoccupied by children for not less than 4 hours or longer if required by the pesticide label use directions.

Centers are encouraged to have a staff person directly observe the pesticide application to guide the exterminator away from surfaces that children touch or mouth and to monitor drifting of pesticides into these areas.

The integrated pest management program includes:

· An annual notification provided to parents informing them that they will receive advance notice of pesticide applications. This annual notice must be provided in September.  This annual notification to parents must specify 2 methods by which the advance notice of pesticide application will be given.

· Method 1:  Advance notification of pesticide applications will be shared by posting a notification at the site.  Advance notice must take place at least 48 hours prior to the application of pesticides.

· Method 2:  Receiving this information in the parent handbook.

References:  Licensing R 400.8380 (9), HSPPS 1302.47 (1)(i)(ii)
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